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Since the last newsletter, Interchem has 
added a number of products to their  portfolio. 
These are, Precision Microbes Probiotic and 
Postbiotic for Piglets, Precision Microbes 
Advanced Gut Stabiliser, Enteroporc COLI 
AC (vaccine for the control of Escherichia coli 
and Clostridium perfringens Type A and C) 
and a sedative for pigs/sows. The addition of 
these products to our portfolio underlines 
Interchem’s belief that preventative 
medicine is the key to future health. With the 
global shift towards preventative medicines, 
and the need to reduce antibiotic use, 
Interchem is delighted to be able to react 
to the market and provide a comprehensive 
swine portfolio including effective natural 
products and vaccine solutions.

Interchem is pleased 
to announce the 
appointment of Eadaoin 

Conway as Swine Technical Sales Specialist. 
Eadaoin holds a Bachelor of Agricultural 
Science from University College Dublin and 
has completed a PhD in Pig Nutrition, with 
her thesis entitled ‘An investigation into beta 
glucans and other bioactives to enhance 
gastrointestinal health, performance and 
product quality in pigs’ and has 4 published 
papers. Eadaoin hails from Mullingar, Co. 
Westmeath and is from a beef farming 
background. Lisa Hopkins, Swine Business 
Unit Manager commented “We’re delighted to 
welcome Eadaoin to the team to support our 
swine customers and business’’.

Cystoisosporosis (coccidiosis) caused by Cystoisospora suis (C.suis) is one of the most important 
causes of preweaning diarrhoea in intensive pig production worldwide. Detection is usually 
based on clinical signs, gross lesions and detection of oocysts in the faeces by floatation method, 
confirmed by histopathology. Interpretation of faecal floatation is frequently hampered by the 
short individual excretion period of oocysts and the high fat content of faecal samples. Ceva 
Animal Health have recently developed a new real-time PCR assay for rapid detection and 
quantification of Cystoisospora suis. The qPCR assay provides a specific and sensitive tool for 
detection and quantification of C.suis, meaning that the parasite can be detected at any stage 
of it’s lifecycle. For more information, contact the Interchem Swine Team.
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Shiga toxin/Oedema disease?

In utero, a piglet’s 
gastrointestinal tract is 
sterile (Dividich et al., 2005*). 
However, during and after 
birth the gastrointestinal tract 
is rapidly colonised, firstly by 
the sows vaginal tract and 
faeces and secondly by the 
external environment (Kim 
and Isaacson, 2015*). One of the 
first bacteria to colonise the 
neonatal piglet is Escherichia 
coli and Clostridium 
perfringens leading to the 

onset of neonatal diarrhoea. 
Neonatal diarrhoea occurs 
in piglets aged 0-4 days and 
can begin within 12 hours of 
birth. Affected piglets often 
stand with drooping tails, 
appear shrunken and have 
a dull skin with erect coat 
hairs and prominent hips and 
backbone. Neonatal diarrhoea 
caused by Escherichia coli and 
Clostridium perfringens can 
be prevented by vaccinating 
the sow and ensuring 

colostrum consumption. 
Enteroporc COLI AC reduces 
the clinical signs and mortality 
caused by E. coli strains and 
Clostridium perfringens type 
A and C. 
For more information contact 
your vet or the Interchem 
Swine Team. 

Enteroporc COLI AC
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WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE?
PREBIOTICS, PROBIOTICS, AND POSTBIOTICS
Precision microbes contains both live beneficial bacteria in high numbers along with their postbiotic (metabolites) in a unique liquid solution.

PREBIOTICS
These are feed for the 

bacteria like fibre. These 
prebiotics are fuel for 

the beneifical bacteria in 
the gut

PROBIOTICS
These probiotics such as 

live beneficial bacteria 
found in precision 

microbes products, act 
like factories to ferment 

fibre and prebiotics to 
make metabolites

POSTBIOTICS
These are the metabolites 
produced by the bacteria 
outside the body. These 
are the goods that sup-

port and benefit digestive 
function and immunity.

IMMUNE AND
 GUT SUPPORT
Postbiotics are the benefi-
cial metabolites delivered 
to the animals gut. These 
can be digestive enzymes, 

short chain fatty acids, 
bacterocins and other 

metabolites. These interact 
at cell level to improve 

digestive function, 
immunomodulation and 

help with competitive 
inhibition.

Precision Microbes

An optimal functioning 
gastrointestinal tract is of 
importance to the overall 
metabolism, physiology, 
disease status and 
performance of pigs of 
all stages of growth and 
development (Pluske et 
al., 2018*). Enhancing gut 
health at an early age 
is critical to the lifetime 
growth and performance 
of a pig. Probiotics  are a 
category of feed additives 

that can replenish the gut 
microbial population while 
also recuperating the host 
immune system (Liao 
and Nyachoti, 2017*) while 
postbiotics are metabolites 
secreted by the probiotics 
such as enzymes, short chain 
fatty acids, amino acids and 
organic acids (Nataraj et al., 
2020*). Feeding probiotics 
to pigs can improve gut 
health, nutrient digestibility 
and growth performance as 
reviewed by Liao and Nyachoti, 
2017*. Precision Microbes is 
specifically designed to help 
recovery and gut stabilization 
following enteritis and/or 
diarrhoea in young pigs. With 
the challenges associated 
with the removal of zinc oxide 
and the further restrictions 
being imposed on in-feed 
medication, this is a unique 

solution to the pig veterinary 
market. There are two 
products on offer: 
1)	 Advanced gut 
stabiliser: A pre, pro and post 
biotic. The prebiotic within this 
product has an antimicrobial 
effect, targeting E. coli. 
2)	 Pro and postbiotic 
for piglets: This product 
is to support weak or 
underperforming pigs and 
can be used to support 
diarrhoea cases by improving 
gut health and stabilisation.
The swine team at Interchem 
is currently carrying out a 
trial on the long-term use of 
Precision Microbes in feed, to 
analyse the positive impact of 
the product in sows and pigs. 
The results will be available 
soon. For more information 
contact your vet or the 
Interchem Swine Team. 

Advanced Gut Stabiliser & Pro and Postibiotic for Piglets
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Liquid Feeding System Hygiene

The team at Interchem is 
delighted to share some 
exciting results from recent 
research on liquid feed 
system hygiene which is in 
collaboration with Teagasc. 
The overall aim of this 
research was to put an easy 
to apply cleaning system in 
place. It was hypothesised 
that the on-farm feed system 
cleaning protocol would 
remove/disrupt biofilm and 
would suppress the growth of 
Enterobacteriaceae, yeast and 
mould. 
Briefly, baseline samples were 
taken from the mixing tank 

and feeding lines for bacterial 
measurement. The mixing 
tank and feeding lines were 
then thoroughly scrubbed 
and power washed. An initial 
rinse of Interpronutri Plus BE 
(blend of organic acids), at 
an inclusion rate of 6L/tonne 
of water, was rinsed through 
the tank and lines before 
the beginning of the trial. 
Interpronuti Plus BE, at an 
inclusion of 3L/tonne of water, 
was circulated after the last 
feed each night and remained 
in the tank and lines overnight, 
recirculated and used for 
the first feed the following 

morning. Samples were 
taken at different timepoints 
throughout the trial (10 weeks) 
for bacterial measurement. 
The results show that the 
addition of Interpronutri Plus 
BE reduced the abundance of 
Enterobacteriaceae, yeast and 
mould in the mixing tank and 
feeding lines compared to the 
baseline samples. 
To find out how this feed 
system cleaning program can 
benefit your unit contact the  
Interchem Swine Team.

‘Optimising liquid feeding system hygiene to improve 
the microbiological quality of liquid feed and feed 
efficiency in grow-finisher pigs’ 

Baseline 10 weeks post-cleaning
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Huwa-San
TR-50

Hyogen + Circovac

Contact the Interchem Swine Team to get information on 
other products within our portfolio. 

FF
Chemicals 

A leading absorbant litter conditioner
in the market 

Scan to watch a 
video on InterPhar 

Dry Bed

Interchem added value 

services 

Interchem‘s value-add 

service is a very important 

part of our business 

offering. The team provide 

a variety of services to both 

pig producers and vets. 

These include:

- Educational events e.g., 

webinars

- Product training

- Diagnostic services e.g., 

influenza diagnostics

- Haemoglobin testing

- Gilt synchronisation 

training

- Ceva Lung Programme

- Water testing

If you would like more 

information on any of our 

services, please contact the 

Interchem Swine Team.

Our range of products
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Visit our swine blog:

        www.interchem.ie/blog

Follow us on social media:

        @InterchemSwine

Lisa Hopkins 

Swine Business Unit Manager

Tel: 086 701 3844 

Email: lisa.hopkins@interchem.ie

Eadaoin Conway

Swine Tech Sales Specialist

Tel: 087 250 8159

Email: eadaoin.conway@interchem.ie 

Unit 29, Cookstown Industrial Estate, Dublin 24, Ireland
D24 V9FP
T: +353 (0)1 451 8959   F: +353 (0)1 451 2540  info@interchem.ie

C O N T A C T  U S

* Refererences upon request.


